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Preface

The umbrella organisation BioSyst.EU is intended to bring together and strengthen commu-
nication between the various national systematic societies of Europe. Thus, NOBIS Austria 
as the host society of the second joint meeting is proud to welcome members and representa-
tives of the Gesellschaft für Biologische Systematik (DE), the Société Française de Systé-
matique (FRA), the Systematics Association (GB), the Swiss Systematics Society (CH) and 
the Svenska Systematikföreningen (SE). The motto of the 2nd BioSyst.EU 2013 meeting in 
Vienna, however, is “Global systematics!” – clearly insinuating a global perspective not only 
in science but also in respect to scientists. Therefore, we are very happy that more than 420 
participants from 36 countries, including representatives from all continents, document the 
enormous interest of the scientific community in systematics.

A strong group of convenors came up with more than 20 symposia and workshops with 381 
oral and poster presentations. We even managed to cross the border between life- and earth-
sciences as geological deep time considerations are frequently found in the abstracts. Conse-
quently, our meeting covers a very broad range of themes and topics ranging from protists to 
metazoans, and from the Cambrian to the Recent.

We are looking forward to four days of intensive and stimulating discussions, controversies 
and new insights. On behalf of the organising committee we wish you all a pleasant and fruit-
ful stay in Vienna.

Mathias Harzhauser

President of NOBIS Austria
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were not. A discussion is made of the subfamily groupings within the family (Ophioniformes, Pimpliformes 
and Ichneumoniformes) and the ground state plan for the family in terms of ecto- versus endoparasitism 
and idio- versus koinobiosis is considered.

———————————————————————

Nomenclator Ciliophorum and Monograph of the Hypotricha, two 
works documenting the biodiversity of ciliates (Ciliophora) [Poster]

Helmut Berger
Consulting Engineering Office for Ecology; office@protozoology.com

Recent estimates about numbers of ciliate species range from 3,000 (free-living only) over at least 8,000 
(including 200 fossil forms and 3,000 symbiotic species) to about 40,000 (free-living only). The wide range 
demonstrates that we are far away from knowing the “true” number of ciliate species. Unfortunately, 
we do not even know the exact number of species described so far and, more important, we do not have 
serious estimates about the number of valid species due to lack of detailed revisions in many groups of 
ciliates. To overcome the first problem, the Nomenclator Ciliophorum is prepared. This catalogue will 
contain all ciliate names ever published: (i) basionyms of species; (ii) infrasubspecific taxa; (iii) combina-
tions; (iv) genera; and (v) suprageneric taxa. Furthermore, important taxonomic papers are listed for 
each taxon, so that the nomenclator will be useful not only for taxonomists, but also for ecologists and 
molecular biologists who will benefit from such an index, for example, in that they can find the updated 
name (combination) of a certain organism easily. To estimate the valid number of species it is necessary 
to revise a group in detail. The Monograph of the Hypotricha (Springer) deals with a major group of 
ciliates, the hypotrichs, which are a core-group of the spirotrichs. Hypotrichs are widely distributed in 
limnetic and marine habitats, but also in soil. About 1,000 nominal species have been described and it 
is estimated that 700 to 800 of them are valid. Four volumes are available (Oxytrichidae; Urostyloidea; 
Amphisiellidae and Trachelostylidae; Gonostomatidae and Kahliellidae) and volume 5 (Uroleptidae) will 
be published in 2013. The final volume is in preparation and deals, inter alia, with the “spiralled” genera, 
for example, Hypotrichidium, Strongylidium, Spiretella, Chaetospira. A key to all taxa revised in vol-
umes 1–6 will be a major part of volume 6. When the monograph is complete, the hypotrichs will be the 
sole very large group of ciliates which is revised in detail. For further details, see www.protozoology.com/
monograph. The Monograph (vol. 6) and the Hypotricha part of the Nomenclator are supported by the 
Austrian Science Fund (FWF), project P23415-B17.

———————————————————————

Bayesian species delimitation reveals specialist parasitic 
wasps in coevolution with chrysomelid beetles [Talk]

Johannes Bergsten
Swedish Museum of Natural History; johannes.bergsten@nrm.se

Elisabet Weingartner
Stockholm University; weingartner.lisa@gmail.com

Peter A. Hambäck
Stockholm University; peter.hamback@botan.su.se

To understand the ecological and evolutionary consequences of species interactions in food webs neces-
sitates that interactions are properly identified. Genetic analyses have shown that many supposedly 
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